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road transport, and note besides that the Departmental Technical
Committee of Road Transport has been replaced by a small com-
mittee (Law published May 27, 1941).)
In each department a department of allocation of road freights
regulates road transport. It does not interfere with the com-
mercial freedom of public or private carriers, but regulates it so
as to obtain the best output from the material available with the
lowest possible consumption of motor fuel (Arriti published on
August 4, 1941).
Taxation on road transport has been reduced (Radio-Paris,
June 1941).
IV. The Paris Transport Board
By virtue of a law of September 20, 1940, supplemented by a
law published on August 4, 1941, the working of the Paris Metro-
politain (Underground) and that of the Societe des Transports en
commun de la Region Parisienne (buses) were to be amalgamated
on January i, 1942. A single organization will be approved by
decree; the State and public bodies will be allowed to give it their
financial support.
V. Inland Navigation
The charter of inland water transport was fixed in November
1940 (Le Journal, November 10, 1940).
The main feature of the present system of working the water-
ways is the large extension of the powers of the National Office
of Navigation (Law published November 23, 1940).
The working of the waterways is under the Director of that
Office, with the co-operation of delegates from the Organizing
Committee for Inland Water Transport. The execution of orders
is by the regional directors, assisted by the navigation engineers
and the regional organizations created under the law of August 16,
1940, on industrial production. All contracts for the transport of
goods must be countersigned by the regional director (Law of
March 22, 1941, published on May 8).
(See also what has been said above on co-ordination.)
VL The Mercantile Marine
The Mercantile Marine to-day is under the Secretary of State
for the Navy (Admiral Darlan).
i. GENERAL ENACTMENTS
Two laws have been passed which have prohibited service
on board any ships flying the French flag under control of a